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Claim 8 relates to an inordinately large number of possible devices. The 
subject matter of claim 8 does not contain any technical apparatus features. 
The device according to claim 8 tiierefore appears to be so unclear or 
broadly worded (PCT Article 6) that it is not possible to carry out a 
meaningful search. In essence, any micromixer is covered by the scope of 
protection of claim 1 . 

The applicant is advised tiiat claims relating to inventions in respect of 
which no international search report has been established cannot normally be 
the subject of an international preliminary examination (PCT Rule 66.1(e)). 
In its capacity as International Preliminary Examining Autiiority the EPO 
generally will not carry out a preliminary examination for subjects tiiat have ^ 
not been searched. This also applies to cases where the claims were amended © 
after receipt of tiie international search report (PCT Article 19) or where tiie 
applicant submits new claims in the course of the procedure under PCT ^ 
Chapter II. After entry into tiie regional phase before tiie EPO, however, an q 
additional search can be carried out in tiie course of tiie examination (cf . J 
EPO Guidelines, C-VI, 8 .5) if tiie defects tiiat led to tiie declaration under | 
PCT Article 17(2) have been remedied. 
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